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Confronting the Practical Issues in Trial Home 
Visits 
A child’s time spent in out-of-home care changes the family constellation 

and dynamics. Upon reunification, the child’s experiences, both before and 

after placement, can reactivate feelings of anger, grief, and fear. Separation 

trauma can affect their behaviors. Further, the reunified child has just spent 

time with another family with its own rules and expectations. The child 

needs time to reclaim membership in the birth family. Reunification can be a 

time of high stress, therefore, the trial home visit must provide the family 

continuing support in order for the reunification to be successful.  

Red Flags:  

• Child-specific issues:  health, behavioral, and/or psychological problems  

• Parent-specific issues:  inadequate parenting skills,  history of serious 

domestic violence, criminal behavior, substance use (continued pres-

ence of a substance abusing partner, and inadequate amount of time 

allowed for recovery),  mental health issues, competency limitations 

(compromised ability to make decisions, process information; and inabil-

ity to understand why CPS regards lifestyle/parenting as ‘inappropriate’) 

• Family’s circumstances: single parenting, inadequate housing, fi-

nancial difficulties, lack of social support, history with CPS  

• Service characteristics:  lack of services for children and parents 

during the child’s stay in foster care and absence of services fol-

lowing reunification, inadequate assessment of risk factors that led 

to the child’s entry to foster and failure to address those risk fac-

tors, termination of services immediately upon the child’s return to 

the family. 
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Source: Freundlich, M. & Wright, L. (2003). Post-Permanency Services. 

Casey Family Programs.  

Trial Home Visit Defined: 

A trial home visit is intended to be in 
preparation for permanently returning 

a child to the home from which the 
child was removed. It allows for those 
involved to monitor and evaluate the 

parents’ ability to keep their child safe 
while CPS retains placement and care 
authority to make certain the child’s 

needs are met.  

Source: MT Child and Family Services Policy 

Manual / Substitute Care For Children / Foster 



 

WASHINGTON, July 14 (Reuters) - The U.S. Treasury said on Wednesday that about $15 billion was 

paid to families in the first monthly installment of the Child Tax Credit that was expanded under 

President Joe Biden's $1.9 trillion COVID-19 legislation known as the American Rescue Plan. 

Treasury said that the July payments went to families with nearly 60 million eligible children. Eligi-

ble families received an initial monthly payment of up to $300 for each child under 6-years-old 

and up to $250 for each child age 6-17. 

The ARP made half of the tax credit for the 2021 tax year payable in advance by the Internal Reve-

nue Service in monthly installments from July through December this year, with the remainder 

payable upon the filing of tax returns in 2022. 

The Biden administration has proposed making the monthly advance payment of the tax credit 

permanent as a means to reduce child poverty. The Treasury estimated that under previous rules, 

families with more than 26 million children would have received less than the full, expanded credit 

because their incomes were too low. 

A senior Biden administration official told reporters on a conference call that 35.2 million families 

would be receiving the July payment, but an IRS estimate of 39 million families receiving the pay-

ments would soon be achieved, as some have yet to register. 

The Internal Revenue Service’s Child Tax Credit Portal (CTCP) is online and is functioning.  

Families can go to this link to view and update their information.  You will need to create 

an Id.me account. 

https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/child-tax-credit-update-portal 

Is the Placement Family Receiving the Advance Child Tax 
Credit Payments in 2021? 

Since 1985, the Lifeline program has 
provided a discount on phone service 

for qualifying low-income consumers 
to ensure that all Americans have the 

opportunities and security that phone 
service brings, including being able to 
connect to jobs, family and emergen-

cy services. Lifeline is part of the Uni-
versal Service Fund. The Lifeline pro-
gram is available to eligible low-

income consumers in every state, ter-

ritory, com-

monwealth, 
and on 

Tribal 
lands.   
For more in-

formation go to:  

https://www.fcc.gov/
general/lifeline-program-low-

income-consumers 
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New Advocate Training begins September 23rd and runs for 5 

weeks. Please pass on new potential CASA Advocates to  

Ryan Boden at casa.ryanboden@gmail.com. 



ParentingMontana.org has infor-

mation and tools for children at 

every age to address a variety of 

challenges.  Some of the tools and 

resources they provide are as fol-

lows: 

• Help your child manage stress 

and develop routines in an ev-

er changing environment.  

• Support your child’s success 

from birth through the teen 

years.  

• Tools to raise kids to be confi-

dent, respectful, and make 

healthy choices.  

Visit ParentingMontana.org for 

the most up to date information. 

TANF FOR RELATIVE CAREGIVERS  

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) provides tem-

porary assistance to families with very low incomes. Each state 

determines the income eligibility for its TANF program. States 

also determine the amount of assistance to be provided to 

families. Here is information about TANF for relative caregiv-

ers who are family members up to the fifth degree who are 

caring for the child(ren).   

There are two basic types of grants a relative caregiver can 

receive under TANF.  

The first is a “child-only” grant, which considers only the 

needs and income of the child. Because few children have in-

come or assets of their own, almost all relative caregivers can 

receive a child-only grant on behalf of the children in their 

care. Unfortunately, child-only grants are typically quite small 

and may be insufficient to meet all the needs of the child, but 

sometimes every bit helps. The typical monthly payment in 

Montana is $347.00.   

The second is a “family" grant. One of the purposes of TANF is 

“to provide assistance to needy families so that children may 

be cared for in their own homes or in the homes of relatives.” 

Thus, relative caregivers who meet the state’s income criteria 

are eligible to receive a grant that addresses their needs, as 

well as those of the child. Although these grants are larger 

than the child-only grants, federal law imposes a 60-month 

time limit and work requirements on such grants. Thus, family 

grants may not be appropriate for retired relative caregivers or 

for caregivers who will need assistance for more than 60 

months. 

For more information or assistance with TANF, you can contact 

the local Office of Public Assistance 

at hhshcsopalake@mt.gov in Lake County 

and hhshcsopalincoln@mt.gov in Sanders County. Applications 

can be made on-line at www.apply.mt.gov by setting up an 

EPass account. 3 

 

2021 CAN  

Conference  

Highlight  

Foster 

Licensing 

Licensed foster care providers receive a monthly 
stipend for each child’s care, reimbursement for 

some transportation costs, a diaper allowance, as 

well as a clothing stipend every six months. Day-

care is also paid by the state for placement pro-

viders working out of the home.  

mailto:hhshcsopalake@mt.gov
mailto:hhshcsopalincoln@mt.gov
http://www.apply.mt.gov/
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WHAT 

In dependent-neglect (DN) cases, CPS 

pays for licensed childcare. Once a DN 

case is dismissed, Best Beginnings child 

care scholarships are available to quali-

fied low income families whose child 

receives care from a licensed child care 

center, licensed group or family child 

care home, or Family, Friend, and Neigh-

bor (FFN) care provider. Child care schol-

arships are also available if the applicant 

is a working caretaker receiving TANF 

child-only grants. Each family participates 

in the cost of that care by making a co-

payment based on a sliding fee scale. 

Effective June 1, co-payments are set  at 

ten dollars ($10) per eligible family.  

WHO 

Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarships 

are available to working families whose 

income is at or below 185% of the Feder-

al Poverty Guidelines and families who 

get cash assistance through Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

program. Montana’s income eligibility 

has been increased to serve additional 

families based on the Coronavirus Re-

sponse and Relief Supplemental Appro-

priations (CRRSA) Act federal funding.  

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN 

Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarships 

are available only when the parent(s) is 

attending work, school, or training. The 

program helps to pay for care when par-

ents are not available to care for their 

children during working hours, school or 

training hours (if meeting work require-

ments), if they are a teen parent attend-

ing high school, or if they are a parent 

receiving TANF who is participating in 

family investment agreement activities. If 

there are biological parents that do not 

live in the household with the children, 

child support enforcement requirements 

must be met. 

HOW  

For more information and to apply, contact the 

Nurturing Center at (406)756-1414 or go to 

https://nurturingcenter.org  

Advocate’s volunteer hours remain 

high despite COVID restrictions 
CASA serves all children in the 20th  

Judicial District Court’s DN cases  

CASA served an increase in the number 

of youth ages 16+ 

 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) provides eligible households an opportunity to obtain a more nu-
tritious diet by supplementing their food budget. Once you qualify, food assistance benefits are deposited electronically to 
your EBT card each month. EBT card is equivalent to cash and works at any SNAP authorized vendor. There are specified 
types of food that you can buy or what the EBT card will pay for. 

Income, resources, and household size determine the amount of SNAP assistance a household receives. The program is adminis-
tered both by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the state of Montana. Able-bodied household members who are age 16 
through 59 must register for work, and may be required to participate in a Food Stamp Employment and Training Program unless 
a specified exemption is met. Additional eligibility criteria exist so you will need to work with your local County Public Assistance 
Office to determine whether you are eligible for benefits. Go to https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/1296 to learn more. 

The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) provides supplemental foods, nutri-
tion education and referrals to health care, at no cost, to low-income pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum women, in-
fants, and children up to age 5 who are determined to be at nutritional risk. If you are caring for young children regardless 
of whether you are a mother, father, grandparent, legal guardian or foster parent, you are encouraged to apply to the Mon-
tana WIC Program. A person who participates or has family members who participate in certain other benefit programs, 
such as SNAP, Medicaid, or TANF, automatically meets the income eligibility requirement. To see if you are eligible for 
WIC, you may use the WIC Prescreening Tool.  To apply for WIC benefits, you must make an appointment at your local 
WIC agency. Go to http://www.wicoffice.net/montana-wic-office, or call 1-800-433-4298.  

OTHER SUPPORTS 

Best Beginnings Child Care Scholarships 

https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/1296
https://wic.fns.usda.gov/wps/pages/preScreenTool.xhtml;jsessionid=1c1a8be5c607b44d901645b1ce89
http://www.wicoffice.net/montana-wic-office
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